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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



A Report on the Prevention of the Pollution of Streams by 
Pulp Factories in Germany. 

By Consul W. Washington Brunswick, Chemnitz, Germany. 

Although the factories manufacturing wood pulp are located along 
the principal streams in Germany, yet the rivers have been practically 
free from pollution, owing to the strict regulations and thorough con- 
trol which prevent any waste from being emptied into the rivers. 

Manufacturers are required to use every precaution possible to 
prevent the waste reaching the streams. The water which is to be 
emptied into the river must leave the factory in an uninjurious and 
clean condition, free from any remnants from the manufacturing 
process. This is accomplished by passing the discharge through one 
or more settling ponds and, if necessary, through filters. The streams 
are controlled by the authorities, and any justified claim against the 
quality of the waters, due to pollution from the factories, is at once 
investigated and the condition corrected. 

There are no regulations setting forth the exact method which a 
manufacturer must employ to prevent the pollution of the streams, as 
each manufacturer may carry out his own ideas upon the subject, so 
long as his method successfully prevents the pollution of the streams. 
Settling ponds are invariably used and the results are satisfactory. 

The service which inspects the disposition of the waste material of 
factories is under the immediate jurisdiction of the county authori- 
ties and has charge of the licensing of factories. 

A Report on School Physicians in Germany. 

By Consul George Nicholas Ifft, Nuremberg, Germany. 

Medical inspection and supervision of schools is perhaps more 
thorough in Germany than in any other country. The city of 
Nuremberg, with a population of 320,000, employs 15 school physi- 
cians, who have the medical supervision of about 42,000 school 
children, distributed throughout the city, in about 70 school build- 
ings, and subdivided into about 835 classes. According to the 
medical report for the 1906-7 school year, each school physician had 
under his supervision an average of 55 classes with 2,740 pupils. 
These figures do not include the kindergartens and foundlings' 
establishments, which also come under the control of the school 
physicians and which for the year in question increased the toal by 
3,055 children. 
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